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The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation and the 
Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway 
Administration project team would like to provide an update on 
the US 219 Meyersdale, PA to Old Salisbury Road, MD project. This 
newsletter will cover a few different topics related to the project: 

1. Launch of our Project Email Distribution List,
2. Results from the November 2023 Public Meeting,
3. Updates to the detailed alternatives, and
4. Project schedule/What’s next.

As the team continues to work on the project, no significant 
changes have occurred since the November 2023 public 
meetings. As a result, the team will focus on preparing the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) so the project can be 
advanced as quickly as possible.

Project Email Distribution List
The project team worked with Garrett County, Somerset County, 
and US 219 organizations to pull together an email distribution 
list consisting of individuals interested in the US 219 project. The 
team utilized email addresses provided at the public meetings, 
and obtained contact information for public officials, emergency 
service providers, community services, local organizations, 
project specific support groups, and permitting agencies. If 
you received this newsletter through email, then you are on 
the distribution list.  If you received this newsletter through the 
mail, and would like to receive future emails, please send your 
contact information to us219news@kci.com. The project team will 
continue to send out project updates to this email distribution 
list.

From the November 2023 Public Meeting

Recap from the November, 2023 Public Meeting
Salisbury, PA Volunteer
Fire House (11/16/23) 
140 Total Attendees 
Virtual Public 
Meeting (11/21/23) 
6 Total Attendees 

39
6

Survey Comment 
Forms Received

Filled out the voluntary 
Information Survey

Attendees were asked 
to rank alternatives in 
order of preference.  
Alternative E-Shift 

continues to be the 
alternative most 
preferred by the 

public. 

DU DU-Shift E E-Shift

Most Preferred 2nd Preferred 3rd Preferred Least Preferred



Updates to the Detailed 
Alternatives
The project team has been evaluating modifications to the 
Detailed Alternatives to avoid and/or minimize potential 
impacts to environmental, cultural and socioeconomic 
resources, including wetlands/watercourse, farmlands, 
historic properties, Section 4(f)/2002 resources, State Game 
Lands (SGL), and homes. Specific resources, as shown on 
the map below include: Historic Resources, Section 4(f) and 
Section 2002 (PA equivalent of federal Section 4(f) resources). 

The project team utilized a number of different strategies 
to avoid these resources. They adjusted the alternatives 
location by moving them slightly to the east or west within the 
Limit of Disturbance (LOD), they reduced the median width 
in some locations and they reduced the width of the buffer 
between the cut/fill line and LOD. Alternatives E and E-Shift 
were modified to avoid all of these resources while staying 
as far away from homes along Salisbury Road as possible. 
Alternatives DU and DU-Shift would still impact the Deal Farm 
and the Lowry Farm, both of which are historic resources. 
Because all four alternatives were modified during this 
process, the names of the alternatives have also changed.

Alternative DU = Alternative DU Modified
Alternative DU-Shift = Alternative DU-Shift Modified
Alternative E = Alternative E Modified
Alternative E-Shift = Alternative E-Shift Modified

Impact quantities for all resources were recalculated following 
these modifications and are presented in the tables to the 
right. Alternatives E Modified and E-Shift Modified continue to 
have the fewest of environmental impacts.

Historic Resources/Section 4(f)/Section 2002

1 Tomlinson Inn and
Little Meadows

2 Pennsylvania/Maryland
Mason-Dixon Marker

3 Jacob Glotfelty Barn*
4 Deal Farm

6 Miller Farm

Game Lands/Section 4(f)/Section 2002
8 Pennsylvania State Game Land 231

65

4
21

8

1
4

5

8

6

Alternative E Modified: Green (           )
Alternative E-Shift Modified: Blue (           )

Alternative DU Modified: Orange (           )
Alternative DU-Shift Modified: Yellow (          )

Detailed Alternatives Modified – DU, DU-Shift, E, E-Shift

Recommended Preferred Alternative – E-Shift Modified

Alternative E-Shift Modified: Blue (           )

2

5 Lowry Farm

7 S.J. Miller School*
*No Impact with any
  alternative

3

3

7

7
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Highest Impact per
category by alternative

Lowest Impact per
category by alternative

Environmental Resources Impact Table
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PROJECT SCHEDULE
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For more information on the project including the history of the project, planned work and 
future meeting dates, please visit the website: penndot.pa.gov/US219meyersdalesouth

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Please submit comments via the project website or by sending comments to
Michael Stone, P.E. PennDOT project manager at 814.696.7157 or micstone@pa.gov.

Project Schedule/What’s Next
he project team is currently preparing the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) which is the document that will discuss 
the four alternatives and their associated impacts. The team will 
also be proposing mitigation in some cases where resources 
cannot be avoided. The document will be made available to the 
public for review and a public hearing will be held to allow the 
public an opportunity to comment on the alternatives presented. 
The public hearing will be held in fall 2024.  Because the team 
has continued to receive the same results from the public when 
asked about the preferred alternative and based on coordination 
with the permitting agencies and associated environmental 
impacts, Alternative E-Shift Modified is the Draft Recommended 
Preferred Alternative. Following the analysis of alternatives that 
will be documented in the DEIS and Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS), an alternative will be selected and advanced 
into final design and construction.
In addition to the DEIS, the team has been working with the 
US Army Corps of Engineers, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection and the Maryland Department of the 
Environment on the waterway permits that will be required to 

construct this project. The federal waterway permit is referred 
to as a 404 permit and each state will issue a 401 Water Quality 
Certification (WQC). Both states have their own wetland and 
waterway permit programs. The Maryland Nontidal Wetlands 
and Waterways Permit will be obtained during the National 
Environmental Policy Act process and the Pennsylvania Water 
Obstruction and Encroachment Permit will be obtained in Final 
Design. Regulations require that the federal permit be issued 
90 days after the Record of Descision (ROD). As a result, the 
waterway permit is also going to be part of the public hearing. 
Federal and state regulations require the public have an 
opportunity to comment on the waterway permits. Additional 
information about the waterway permit will be made available 
prior to the public hearing.
A public hearing brochure will be prepared and distributed 
prior to the public hearing. This brochure will summarize the 
information in the DEIS and provide information about the 
alternatives, impacts and mitigation. Information about the 
public hearing – when, where and what time — will also be 
included. The brochure will be distributed approximately one-
month in advance of the public hearing.


